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CATEGORICAL & SPECIAL PROJECTS – 3/25/13 

 
REGIONAL PARTNERSHIPS NETWORK REPRESENTATIVES TO CISC MEETING MINUTES 

CO-HOSTED BY THE SANTA CLARA COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
JANUARY 31, 2013  

CONVENED 9:30 a.m./ADJOURNED 11:30 a.m. 

POSTED AT  http://parentengagement.sccoe.org 

 
CISC REPRESENTATIVES 

 Region 1 - Annette Murray, Sonoma COE  Region 7 - Tou Herr, Fresno COE 

X Region 2 - Lorna Manuel, Tehama COE X Region 8 - Jeff Nickell, Kern COE 
 Region 3 - Jan Sheppard, Sutter COE  Region 9 - Vanessa Galey, Orange COE 

X Region 4 - Becky Cruz, Solano COE  Region 10 - Beth Higbee, San Bernardino Supt of Schools 

X Region 5 - Mary Ann Burke, Santa Clara COE  Region 10 - Jose Espinosa, San Bernardino Supt of Schools 

 Region 6 - Mary Stires, Stanislaus COE X Region 11 - Liz Guerra, Los Angeles COE 
 

 ADDITIONAL ATTENDEES 

Florencia Erika Aguirre, Mt. Pleasant SD Ana Lopez, Mt. Pleasant SD 

Karen Bacica, Santa Clara COE Ee Lum, Magnolia Science Academy 

Nancy Bodenhausen, CA Department of Education Rochebelle Miller, Cambrian SD 

Laura Bridges, CA Department of Education Denise Noel, Santa Clara COE 

Laura Chen-Evans, Cambrian SD Laurie Nielsen, Santa Clara COE 

Linda Chin, Santa Clara COE Renata Pang, Magnolia Science Academy 

Peter Doering, Santa Clara COE Paula Ramirez, Mt. Pleasant SD 

Jane Floethe-Ford, Parents Helping Parents Imelda Simos-Valdez, CSU Bakersfield 

Ying-Ying Goh, Magnolia Science Academy Dayana Swank, Magnolia Science Academy 

Nora Guerra, Oak Grove SD Janice Terakawa, Toastmasters International 

Kathy Hope, New Teacher Center Jessica Valdez, CA Department of Education 

Lisa Kaufman, Santa Clara COE Susana Velazquez, Mt. Pleasant SD 

Vikash Lakhani, CSU Bakersfield Ines Zapiola, Santa Clara COE 

 
1. Welcome, Introductions and Announcements – Mary Ann Burke, Santa Clara COE 
 Introductions were made and Mary Ann reviewed the agenda.   
 
2. Updates from the California Department of Education (CDE) – Nancy Bodenhausen, CDE Consultant 

 An update on next year’s California Title I Conference will likely be announced in the summer.  The national Title 
I conference will be held in San Diego in January of next year (2014). 

 A new draft framework for building capacity in family engagement has been developed by Dr. Karen Mapp of 
the Harvard Graduate School of Education and is available through http://www.ed.gov/blog/2012/12/a-new-
framework-improving-family-engagement/.   

 Per Jane Floethe-Ford of Parents Helping Parents, an English/Spanish glossary of the Special Education and legal 
terminology included in IDEA is available at http://www.neparentcenters.org/glossary/index.html. 

 
3. Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium Activities – Jessica Valdez, CDE Administrator 

Recent activities in Smarter Balanced assessments development include the release of the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction’s report to the legislature; creation of a spring 2013 pilot test and invitation to districts to 
participate in the pilot; development and release of a technology readiness tool; and an opportunity for teacher 
involvement in the development of the assessment.  Schools may sign up for the Smarter Balanced pilot by 
completing a survey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SmarterBalancedPilot.     

http://www.ed.gov/blog/2012/12/a-new-framework-improving-family-engagement/
http://www.ed.gov/blog/2012/12/a-new-framework-improving-family-engagement/
http://www.neparentcenters.org/glossary/index.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SmarterBalancedPilot
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4. Strategies for Engaging Families in CDE Infant-Toddler and Preschool Publications and Statewide 
 Training Systems – Laura Bridges, CDE Consultant 

 California’s Early Learning and Development System includes program guidelines and resources, curriculum 
frameworks, learning and development foundations, professional development, and a desired results 
assessment system. 

 The California Preschool Learning Foundation describes competencies that most children can be expected to 
exhibit in a high-quality program as they complete their first or second year in preschool. 

 The Preschool Curriculum Framework presents strategies and information to enrich learning and development 
opportunities for all of California’s preschool children. 

 Preschool Resources and Engaging Families include specific strategies for engaging families that are integrated 
into the text, illustrated with pictures, highlighted in vignettes and listed as guidelines for each domain of 
development. 

 Learning about Families and Culture: A Framework for Building Partnerships will be distributed in 2014. 

 Added resources are available at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/cddpublications.asp 
 

5. Santa Clara County Early Learning Master Plan with Family Engagement and Leadership 
 Institute – Lisa Kaufman, Santa Clara COE Director 

 The Early Learning Services Department provides a variety of services, including Head Start/Early Head Start, 
State Preschool, the Inclusion Collaborative, the California Preschool Instructional Network and the Local 
Planning Council. The department also provides leadership on high visibility initiatives for the office, including 
the Santa Clara County Early Learning Master Plan (which focuses on children birth through third grade), 
Educare of California at Silicon Valley, transitional kindergarten, and a local Campaign for Grade Level Reading 
(“READy to SOAR”).  

 The Santa Clara COE is hosting its inaugural Birth through Third Grade Family Engagement and Leadership 
Institute on April 27, 2013.  Birth through third grade (P-3) teams comprised of parents, 
infant/toddler/preschool and afterschool providers, and elementary leaders will learn about promising practices 
to support family engagement, as well as develop action plans for how they can support family engagement 
across the preschool, elementary and afterschool systems.  

 Institute goals include learning about family engagement and leadership best practice strategies that foster 
academic success; developing Family Engagement & Leadership Site Plans, and creating a community of learning 
about effective family engagement and leadership strategies across early learning, transitional kindergarten, and 
K-3 school sites. 

 
6. Mount Pleasant School District’s Parent Classroom Volunteer Program – Parent Leaders  

 Teachers are trained in how to effectively partner with parents in the classroom using academic enrichment kits 
in English Language Arts and Math. 

 Parents are trained on effective parent-child communications strategies to use in the classroom while guiding 
students in their completion of academic enrichment activities that reinforce common core standards and 21st 
Century learning skills. 

 Teachers, parents, and students can partner together to expand learning at home using the academic support 
strategies modeled in the classroom through academic kit use and completing graphic organizers, mathematics 
work sheets, and concept discussions using academic support scripts. 

 
7. CISC Regional Representative Reports – CISC Regional Liaisons 
 Regional updates include the following: 
 

Region 2 – Lorna Manuel, Tehama COE representative: The P.T.A. in partnership with Parent Road Map of Great City 
Schools created parent brochures on common core standards with sample problems that students will be expected 
to solve as part of the assessment process.  Expect More Tehama and Reach Higher Shasta are college and career 
readiness program that provides parents with information about how they support their children’s academic success.  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/cddpublications.asp
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The Tehama COE is also partnering with No Excuses University (Damen Lopez) along with some of the regions schools 
for added college and career planning support.   
 
Region 4 – Becky Cruz, Solano COE representative:  COE is sponsoring a county-wide training for parents on the 
common core standards.  Added parent trainings are being offered on bullying prevention and support services.  The 
COE is partnering with the CDE on added trainings on common core standards in March and the California Parent 
Center in May on increasing parent engagement activities. 

 
Region 5 – Mary Ann Burke, Santa Clara COE representative (facilitator):  Santa Clara COE has expanded the training 
workshops with PowerPoints (see http://www.sccoe.org/depts/cat-specialprojects/parent/training.asp) and video clips 
(see http://www.sccoe.org/depts/cat-specialprojects/parent/workshops.asp) that explain and demonstrate how parents 
can support their children’s leaning using common core standards.  Two conferences, follow-up workshops, and 
classroom academic kit trainings have served over 4,668 parents, families, and teachers this current school year.   

 
Region 8 – Jeff Nickell, Kern COE representative:  Vikash Lakhani, Executive Director, Division of Enrollment and 
Management from California State University, Bakersfield (CSUB), and Imelda Simos-Valdez, Project Director, 
Southern San Joaquin Valley Cal-SOAP Consortium, CSUB Roadrunner Parents Association, San Joaquin Achievers 
Scholarship Network, shared their parent involvement program that is now focusing from kindergarten through 
college that includes family event and visitation Saturdays at the University in partnership with Kern County Office of 
Education.        
Region 11 – Liz Guerra, Los Angeles COE representative:  The Categorical Programs Unit in the newly created 
Division of Accountability, Support, and Monitoring Division will be hosting a series of four meetings this year to 
provide schools and district staff members with key information on State and Federal parent involvement 
requirements. To-date, two of the four meetings have been held, with approximately sixty in attendance.  The 
Family Literacy Support Network in the Division of Curriculum and Instructional Services unit, submitted a grant to 
First 5 LA to serve as the Curriculum Developer/Training and Technical Assistance Provider for a project that will 
serve community peer support groups for parents of young children prenatal through age 5 in communities where 
support, social cohesion, and connection to neighborhood peers are weak or lacking.  LACOE is a proud supporter of 
the 2013 Million Word Challenge - The Million Word Challenge (MWC) is a county-wide literacy campaign that 
encourages preschool - 12th grade students to read millions of words outside of school time and promotes the 
home-school connection.  LACOE is in the process of organizing the first two Family Involvement Network 
conference call meetings for district staff to share updates on the family engagement framework, core standards 
and more. 
 

8. Next Steps and Closure – Mary Ann Burke, Santa Clara COE 
 The May 2, 2013 agenda topics from the CDE will focus on Innovation in Education grant projects in California.  All 

regional partnership representatives are encouraged to share their best program and training practices with parent 
and staff leadership teams at these meetings.  Region 4 will highlight their parent engagement programs and Region 
5 will share their parent training programs for migrant parents and staff. 

http://www.sccoe.org/depts/cat-specialprojects/parent/training.asp
http://www.sccoe.org/depts/cat-specialprojects/parent/workshops.asp
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REGION 1 
Annette Murray – amurray@scoe.org 
Sonoma County Office of Education 

COUNTY CONTACT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Sonoma Annette Murray amurray@scoe.org 

Del Norte   

Humboldt   

Lake   

Mendocino   

 

REGION 2 
Lorna Manuel – lmanuel@tehamaschools.org 

Tehama County Office of Education 
COUNTY CONTACT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Tehama Lorna Manuel lmanuel@tehamaschools.org 

Butte Patty Garrison pgarriso@bcoe.org 

Glenn Shirley Diaz sdiaz@glenncoe.org 

Lassen Patti Thurman pthruman@lcoe.org 

Modoc Marian Hall mhall@modoccoe.k12.ca.us 

Plumas Tori Willits twillits@pcoe.k12.ca.us 

Shasta Judy Flores jflores@shastacoe.org 

Siskiyou Martie Hagarty mhagraty@siskiyoucoe.net 

Trinity Cricket Kidwell cfkidwell@tcoek12.org 

CC: on all correspondence Mike DeRoss mdeross@siskiyoucoe.net 

 

REGION 3 
Jan Sheppard – jansh@sutter.k12.ca.us 

Sutter County Office of Education 
COUNTY CONTACT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Sacramento   

Alpine   

El Dorado   

Colusa   

Nevada   

Placer   

Sierra   

Sutter Jan Sheppard jansh@sutter.k12.ca.us  

Yolo   

Yuba   

 

REGION 4 
Becky Cruz – bcruz@solanocoe.net 
Solano County Office of Education 

COUNTY CONTACT CONTACT INFORMATION 

San Francisco Kevin Truitt truittk@sfusd.edu 

Alameda   

Contra Costa Ruth Fernandez rfernandez@cccoe.k12.ca.us 

Marin Lisa Schwartz lisas@marin.k12.ca.us 

Napa Seana Wagner swagner@napacoe.org 

San Mateo Liz Wolfe lwolf@smoe.k12.ca.us 

 

REGION 5 
Mary Ann Burke – maryann_burke@sccoe.org 

Santa Clara County Office of Education 
COUNTY CONTACT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Santa Clara Mary Ann Burke  maryann_burke@sccoe.org  

Monterey Jordan Alexander-Santana jalex@monterey.k12.ca.us  

San Benito Kim Dryden kdryden@sbcoe.org  

Santa Cruz Theresa Rouse trouse@santacruz.k12.ca.us 
  

mailto:lmanuel@tehamaschools.org
mailto:lmanuel@tehamaschools.org
mailto:pgarriso@bcoe.org
mailto:sdiaz@glenncoe.org
mailto:pthruman@lcoe.org
mailto:mhall@modoccoe.k12.ca.us
mailto:twillits@pcoe.k12.ca.us
mailto:hbrahms@shastacoe.org
mailto:mhagraty@siskiyoucoe.net
mailto:cfkidwell@tcoek12.org
mailto:JanSh@sutter.k12.ca.us
mailto:bcruz@solanocoe.net
mailto:jalex@monterey.k12.ca.us
mailto:kdryden@sbcoe.org
mailto:trouse@santacruz.k12.ca.us
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REGION 6 
Mary Stires – mstires@stancoe.org 

Stanislaus County Office Of Education 
COUNTY CONTACT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Amador Elizabeth Chapin-Pinotti echapin-pinotti@amadorcoe.k12.ca.us  

Calaveras Kathy Northington knorthington@ccoe.k12.ca.us 

San Joaquin Veray Wickham vwickham@sjcoe.net  

Stanislaus Mary Stires mstires@stancoe.org 

Tuolumne Margie Bulkin mbulkin@tuolcoe.k12.ca.us  

 

REGION 7 
Tou Herr – Therr@fcoe.org 

Fresno County Office of Education 
COUNTY CONTACT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Fresno Tou Herr Therr@fcoe.org 

Kings   

Madera   

Mariposa   

Merced   

Tulare   

 

REGION 8 
Jeff Nickell – jenickell@kern.org 
Kern County Office of Education 

COUNTY CONTACT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Ventura Michael Babb mibabb@vcoe.org 

Kern Jeff Nickell jenickell@kern.org 

Santa Barbara Maria Larios-Horton mlarios-horton@sbcoe.org 

San Luis Obispo Shannon White-Bond Swhite-bond@slocoe.org 

 

REGION 9 
Vanessa (Massey) Galey – vgaley@ocde.us 

Orange County Office of Education 
COUNTY CONTACT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Orange Vanessa Galey vgaley@ocde.us 

Imperial Heather Vessey-Garcia hvgarcia@icoe.org 

San Diego Norma Gomez-Michel ngomez@sdcoe.net  

 

REGION 10 
Beth Higbee – beth_higbee@sbcss.k12.ca.us 
San Bernardino County Office of Education 

COUNTY CONTACT CONTACT INFORMATION 

San Bernardino Beth Higbee 
Marissa Lazo-Necco 

Jose Espinoza 
Mariaelena Huiza 

beth_higbee@sbcss.k12.ca.us 
Marissa_Lazo-Necco@sbcss.k12.ca.us 
Jose_Espinoza@sbcss.k12.ca.us  

Mono Tammy Nguyn  

Inyo Pamela Jones  

Riverside Diana Asseier  

 

REGION 11 
Liz Guerra – Guerra_Liz@lacoe.edu 

Los Angeles County Office of Education 
COUNTY CONTACT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Los Angeles Liz Guerra Guerra_Liz@lacoe.edu 
 

mailto:mstires@stancoe.org
mailto:echapin-pinotti@amadorcoe.k12.ca.us
mailto:knorthington@ccoe.k12.ca.us
mailto:vwickham@sjcoe.net
mailto:mbulkin@tuolcoe.k12.ca.us
mailto:mibabb@vcoe.org
mailto:mlarios-horton@sbcoe.org
mailto:Swhite-bond@slocoe.org
mailto:vgaley@ocde.us
mailto:vgaley@ocde.us
mailto:hvgarcia@icoe.org
mailto:ngomez@sdcoe.net
mailto:Jose_Espinoza@sbcss.k12.ca.us
mailto:Guerra_Liz@lacoe.edu
mailto:Guerra_Liz@lacoe.edu
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Tom Torlakson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Update on Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium Activities

Presentation to the                       
Regional Partnerships Network

January 31, 2013 

TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

Update on Key Consortium and 
Reauthorization Activities

• Release of SSPI Report to the Legislature: 
Recommendations on the Reauthorization of 
the Statewide Assessment System

• Spring 2013 Pilot Test

• Technology Readiness Tool

• Upcoming Opportunity for Teacher 
Involvement in Assessment Development
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TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

SSPI Recommendations for 
Transitioning California to a 
Future Assessment System

• California EC Section 60604.5 required the 
SSPI to provide the Legislature with 
recommendations for the reauthorization of 
the statewide pupil assessment program.

• A report containing the SSPI’s 
recommendations was delivered to the 
Legislature on January 8, 2013. 

TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

SSPI Recommendations for 
Transitioning California to a 
Future Assessment System

• The report includes:
– an overview of the current statewide 

assessment system
– current transition efforts
– a summary of stakeholder feedback
– 12 recommendations for the transition to a 

new assessment system

The report is available on the CDE Statewide 
Pupil Assessment System Web page at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/ab250.asp. 
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TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

• Two components for school participation:

1) Scientific 
2) Volunteer

• No scores or individual student data will be 
provided for either component.

• Depending on the grade, content area, and 
types of items administered, test times are 
expected to range from 2 to 3 hours of student 
testing time for either component.
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Spring 2013 Pilot Test

TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

• A representative sample of schools selected by 
Smarter Balanced to yield critical data about the 
items developed to date, as well as how the 
system is functioning.

• Testing window is February 20 through May 10, 
2013. Selected schools will be assigned a 2-week 
period within the this window.

• To search for selected California schools by 
county and district, as well as participation status, 
visit the CDE SBAC Web page at
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/smarterbalanced.asp –
select the “Spring 2013 Pilot Test” hyperlink.

6

Spring 2013 Pilot Test –
Scientific Sample
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TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

Spring 2013 Pilot Test –
Volunteer Sample

• Open to all schools in member states.

• Testing window is April 9 through May 10, 
2013.

• Schools can participate any time during 
the volunteer testing window.

• Schools may volunteer by completing the 
volunteer survey at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SmarterBalancedPilot. 
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TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction
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Spring 2013 Pilot Test –
Contacts and Information 

Recruitment Information
Data Recognition Corporation

800-847-3193 
smarterbalancedrecruitment@datarecognitioncorp.com

All Other Information
American Institutes for Research

866-815-7246  
smarterbalancedhelpdesk@air.org

Pilot Test Frequently Asked Questions:
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/smarterbalanced.asp –

select the “Spring 2013 Pilot Test” hyperlink
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TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

Technology Readiness Tool

• The TRT now generates device and network 
“readiness reports” at the school level.

• Reports will show a general level of readiness:
– 0% - 25% (red)
– 26% - 50% (orange)
– 51% - 75% (yellow)
– 76% - 100% (green)

• Some devices may need to be updated to new 
operating system options.

• Information on the TRT is available on the CDE 
Web site at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/269355.
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TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

Upcoming Opportunity for 
Teacher Involvement

• Smarter Balanced digital library of formative 
assessment tools and practices.

• A State Network of Educators will be formed to 
review proposed tools and practices for 
inclusion in the digital library.

• Recruitment of State Network of Educators 
expected to begin by March.

10
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TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

11

For Further Information

CDE Transition Office
sbac@cde.ca.gov

916-445-8517

Technology Readiness Coordinator
sbac-itreadiness@cde.ca.gov

Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium Web Site

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/

CDE Smarter Balanced Web Page  
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sbac/

















































For families with children, birth through third grade, 
and the school and early learning community 

programs and partners that support them

Keynote 
Speakers

Sponsors

Saturday, April 27, 2013 
8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

at the 
Santa Clara County Office of Education

San Jose, CA

   

Jerry Tello
National Latino Father 

and Family Institute

Dr. Karen L. Mapp
Harvard Graduate 

School of Education

Santa Clara County 
Family Engagement

and  
Leadership Institute

Santa Clara County 
Family Engagement

and  
Leadership Institute

SAVE THE DATE

APRIL 27, 2013



Para familias con niños desde que nacen hasta el 3er Grado y 
para los programas escolares y de la enseñanza temprana 

en la comunidad y las agencias que los apoyan.

Presentadores 
    

Patrocinadores

Sábado, 27 de abril de 2013 
De 8:30 AM a 3:00 PM 

en la Oficina de  
Educación del Condado de Santa Clara

San José, CA

   

Jerry Tello
   Padre latino del National  

Latino Parents y Family Institute

Dr. Karen L. Mapp
  Graduada de Harvard  

          en Educación

Santa Clara County 
Family Engagement

  
Leadership Institute

Santa Clara County 
Family Engagement

y 
Leadership Institute

   Marque la Fecha

27 de abril, 2013


